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in consequence of the impression made upon Mr. Grote by
his boob, ' La-Philosophie Positive/ then recently published.

M. Oomte was scarcely known to any one with whom we
habitually consorted. He attracted, in fact, little or no
attention; insomuch that some of our friends, MM. Cousin
and F. Arago among the number, appeared to wonder what
pleasure we could find in the company of this obscure, un-
couth person. He was, at this period, employed as mathe-
matical examiner at the "Nicole Polytechnique" in Paris;
a post of which the Government thought fit to deprive him,
not long afterwards.

Mr. Grote found M. Comte's conversation original and
instructive, and on returning to London he became active in
promoting the circulation of M. Comte's works, as being cal-
culated to expand the circle of speculative investigation
among English students.

On our return to London we entered into the social dis-
tractions of the season with rather more zest than usual,
whilst the presence of that brilliant star of the musical firma-
ment, Felix Mendelssohn, frequently seduced both Grote
and myself into the circle of the artist world. This, bow-
ever, proved so fascinating as to leave us no choice.

The months of July and August, and part of September,
were spent tranquilly at " The Beeches." The History went
steadily forward, and our leisure was but rarely interrupted
by visitors. Towards the middle of September we journeyed
northwards, staying a few days successively with Mr. and
Mrs. Ord in Northumberland, Mr. and Mrs. Ogle near New-
castle, the Dean of Durham, at his palatial residence in that
city, and with some other friends. We took the opportunity
of visiting the cradle of my mother's family, viz., the district
of Cleveland, in the extreme north of Yorkshire: a region
which I had never yet found it possible to reach up to that
hour, although associated in my imagination with the earliest
impressions of childhood.

The traces of my grandfather's, General John Bale's, resi-
, aThe Plantation," close to Guisborougb, were noof ours,
